Rabbi Lindsey bat Joseph Commentary

Shalom Chaverim,
As June marches on, another year in our community is drawing to a close.  I
can't believe I've been with you for two years already!  I have to say, I
really look forward to my time in Kelowna and I continue to be excited and hopeful
about the prospects for our community as it continues to grow. 

In October we celebrated my commitment to the Okanagan Jewish Community with
a formal installation. (My mum still talks about the magnificent way you
honoured and welcomed me into the community.)  When I spoke that night, I spoke about
how and why I had come to be a Reform Jew and ultimately a Reform rabbi.  I
talked about Reform Judaism being the Judaism of open doors.  I still stand by that
statement.  My family was somewhat atypical, Jewishly speaking, and yet we
found a home within this movement.  As I've grown in my level of observance I've
seen the movement grow to accept, encourage and support that observance while at
the same time not passing judgment on those who are less involved with the
ritual side of our faith.  

We have such a diverse community.  Jews and Jews by Choice from all sorts of
backgrounds and branches of our tradition.  If we choose, we can let our
differing perspectives and observances divide us.  Or we can take all that
diversity for what it is -- a great opportunity to share, to learn with and
from each other -- to weave the differing strands of our traditions and
experiences within Judaism into our own unique tapestry. 

I've spent the past two years trying to make my own small contribution to
that tapestry, but I can't do it alone -- no rabbi, president or ritual committee
chair can.  It takes all of us contributing our own personal thread, weaving
them together with one another, to make a community that endures and
continues to thrive. 

I look forward to the coming year and hope we will continue to work on
bringing new arrivals to the valley into our community and hopefully see the return
of some former members who haven't been with us for a while.  Like I said, it's
a Judaism of open doors -- and the doors are open because all are welcome.
Chazak, chazak, v'nitchazeik -- may we go from strength to strength!

Have a warm, wonderful, happy summer.  

Rabbi Lindsey bat Joseph

